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The Iowa Youth Congress reaches out through regional meetings to
teach students about developing policy 1ssues from grassroots ideas,
collaborating across diverse populations and contributing to public
life. “Congress members” represent 31 high schools statewide and
hold a mock General Assembly in the lowa House Chambers. These
leaders prioritized issues from previous regional meetings,

gm Introduced and

.= debated bills. Four

bills were selected by
the IYC and have

to legislators to be
introduced as actual
bills in the 84th
General Assembly,
which convened
January 10, 2011.




In the 2010-2011 Iowa Youth Congress General Assembly,
there were 82 representatives from 31 high schools from
across the state who participated. This years session was

held on Friday, November 12, 2010.

To kickoff the 5th Annual 1.Y.C. session, the Department of
Human Rights Director, Preston Daniels provided the
welcoming speech with encouraging words on being future
leaders. To jump start the day, students elected their officers
and then shortly after broke into committees to discuss this
years proposals that had been passed on from the regional
meetings. This years committees were: Higher Education,
K-12 Education, Public Safety, and Health/Environment.
That afternoon, the representatives reconvened in the lowa
House Chambers to discuss and debate the bills that passed
out of the 4 committees.




I am so glad that I was a part of the Iowa Youth Congress this year. Firstf0i St Wi 0@ (N TSR]l
as this year's President and I am very thankful! This experience has hel B ERIEECER IR S ig3iIGH

.| and allowed me to meet new and interesting people. I had a great tim JEICGTEII1 o) iU W (BN Folld TS
various bills and that alone has helped me a lot. This impacted me in thqRyZVAT ETE B O VAGOE AT
respect other's opinions and how to present my views in the best way. IRUEIRITEETN1ITA] o (N ETIAYE
process, which will help me in the future! I am so grateful that this oppqgitdiViN M BTR TS Wl ) ¥ L W i)
me and I had so much fun. Ilook forward to being a part of this for years [iXdi it}

!'v Vice-President: Kensie Channon, DM East High School

I have been involved with this program for three years and this experi QIR BN RY @ L1 A1)
two straight years, I was elected as the Chairperson for Region B. Th TR 13 Wi XG0 1 W RV B 11
do more than be the chairperson, so I decided to run for Vice-Presidej{/e:) it 8 B 1T B1AN S0 TR0 §
my bills to pass by the entire Congress as one of the top 4 and it meGER RSB CRED NG IA
- Every year during the IYC, I become more comfortable and get myE{s i@ U0 1 T 1) SN N T2
youngsters in the future should join the IYC and do the work for RITHE WM o1 folld TR Y (VS
) | President and it was a pleasure to be the first deaf person on the ballo@ N B VERERITI KOl e (o

g is a great program for young kids who are interested in politics and he[JOlLl @I TR S 1@ 11111118

Secretary: Waale Gbara, Iowa City West High School
’ . The 5th Annual Iowa Youth Congress was a great experience for me. BB URJEGRY Eid BT R
¢ iz

t l President: Aditi Dinakar, Johnston Middle School

be a part of such a wonderful opportunity. I've gained valuable JleT0%s G CRELTT TN TR g

government works and was able to meet such a diverse group of peer JRiEIS VTR N1 R OGNy

= and better future. For them to vote for me as the secretary means a lopl {31 i fo i (el IR TINTIU g P 9%

of the Iowa Youth Congress has made me grow in pride and confidenccf (g BBV 1L )1 9 1 R T

| responsibility to serve my position to the best of my abilities and carry QiIRLERVOGRITIRI RGO XD
leadership that it entails.

Treasurer: Lilliane Iragena, DM Roosevelt High School

My experience with the Iowa Youth Congress is one of the events in m @R E18 R1IBITA7 8 () /A
11 got to meet a lot of people and I also met former members who have FJgUlET{ R T WS [TV ]

member of the IYC definitely got me out of my comfort zone. I was Fui7S BN BN IVSRTIY T2:1 @ 110Y

mind and to also speak for the people who were not present. 1QE1g TR YR T e (1IN0 §

Representatives is important for our state and I appreciate the work thi3%e1¥Xi (118

Region Chairs 3 -
Region A (Western Iowa) -
Josh Olvera
Region B (Central Iowa) -
Nayasha Madhan
Region C (North & Southeastern Iowa) -
Erin Manfull
Region D (Eastern Iowa) -
Natalie Nungaray
Region E (North Central Iowa) -

Jasmin Ramirez L to R Regional Chairs: Olvera, MadjitinaBNiititee &\ MY ki il M 10s1) (<74
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At this years IYC session, 4 bills passed in the House
Chambers: the Already American Act (similar to the
D.R.E.A.M. Act), the Bottle Bill (beverage deposit for
all water and sport drink bottles), AP Programs
(available online to both suburb and rural areas), and
the Closed Captioning Bill (for all educational materials

in the classroom setting). These bills were four of the
eight that were presented and passed out of the
committees earlier that morning. During the session
students listened to arguments from all sides on why
these bills should or should not be passed, as well as
what changes would need to be made to the bills in
order for them to be passed by the state legislature.




On Friday evening, November 12, 2010, the IYC held
their 4th Annual Dream Forward Dinner. Students
gathered after a long day of debating to recognize the work
they did and to celebrate the success of the program. The
Congress was welcomed by the Deputy Director of the
Iowa Department of Human Rights, Kathryn Baumann-
Reese. They also listened to the advice of the Keynote
Speaker, Sukriti Nayar, IYC’s 1st President. Awards were
presented to this years sponsors and chaperones. A special

recognition was given to Dave Thede who has helped
recruit and chaperone for all five years of the program.
The current and former leadership of the IYC was
recognized and presented with certificates from Governor
Chester Culver. Following the dinner, the I'YC members
continued to celebrate by enjoying a dance with
entertainment services provided by DJ Julian Jules.

Keynote Speaker
Sukriti Nayar

Sukriti Nayar was the 1st
President of the IYC and is
currently a Junior at the
University of lowa.
Originally from India,
Nayar grew up in South
Africa until moving to
West Des Moines with her
parents. During her keynote
address Ms. Nayar
encouraged the audience to
know yourself as well as
your own culture and where
you come from. “If you can
understand yourself, it will
help you to understand
others.” She ended her
speech prompting all
participants to get involved
in their communities and to
work with others.

Dave Thede receiving a
special recognition for
his 5 years of
participation and
assistance during the
Iowa Youth Congress.



lowa Youth Congress

On Saturday, November 13, 2010 the IYC members
gathered at the Des Moines Catholic Diocese to take
part in the annual planning session. The Congress was
welcomed by Representative Phyllis Thede. They were
then given tips on speaking to legislators by Ellie
Moore, a professor at William Penn University.

Members were then put into small groups to try and
persuade their chaperones/adult advocates to support
their bills. From these small groups, students learned
why or why not their bill would be considered and
determined how to get their talking points across, to
gain support on their four bills.
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Each Saturday in October, regional meetings were held afageRiiICESZIERT]
Congress members to participate in discussions and trasiaiita ¥VERTEE IS
regional meetings were held at DMACC Urban Cuajsliti i€y iy eles
Community College in Cedar Rapids and via conferen{dsie:1iNmY Sildss
discussed concerns that were taking place in their local c@ullilisEREEIRTORS
the state. While some of the bills were controversial, the nfgullaeRoe)ststslbltl
to respect each others opinions and held a meaningful co (NSEEIRSTTRE!
open dialogue. Several of the proposed bills from the |gesteyitIMtIEslTe
were: changes to the Healthy Kids Act, confidentiality |ENIRYilSi1@11lSeIE]
reports incidences including minors, revision of the D BJEEEATARETITeEEtE:11)%
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On March 7th, several IYC members came to the Cuiie]ERrolEle]o]o) MMl
Legislature. During the day the members were able to [sEigstaisriicas QDI i
Education Day and took a tour of the Senate. They wercjEllCRIGE] oJJsE1 WAl
Senator Sodder about issues the youth face, and were FlJERIGEGEIWLVLE
about the differences between the House and Senate. EverjiatifaiiilCRitnlcRee
lobby was cut short because of both houses being in CZIER IR T -l B
great day on the Hill.
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